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Rethinking the Training of Community Childcare Supporters at Childcare Provider Training Schools
— Through Changes in the Functions of Sakura no Seibo Junior College’s “Parent and Child Plaza” —

Naoko Kanou

Abstract

In this paper, I will introduce the “Parent and Child Plaza”, which has continued to develop human resources to participate
in the “formation and management of a childcare network” as “childcare supporters” within the characteristics of childcare teacher
training aimed at by our junior college. I will report on the functions that have been fulfilled by the “Plaza” during the transition
from its establishment until 2022, and I will consider its achievements and challenges.

After the Great East Japan Earthquake in March 2011, and during the global COVID-19 pandemic after March 2020, gathering,
playing, and interacting of local parents and children with the students who support the interactions have been contributed to the
building of local childcare networks and communities.

In the future, it is expected further clarification of the direction of development of human resource required in the region as a

childcare training school, through that the “Plaza” consider how to cooperate with the regional childcare network.

Key words : Childcare network, Regional childcare support, Childcare teacher training, Childcare support plaza
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