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Characteristics of wedding menus in Yoshidaya Genbei’s Diary

Rieko Hatano Wakako Tsuda

Abstract

This paper considers the characteristics of wedding menus in the Hamadori region of Fukushima prefecture using Yoshidaya
Genbei’s Diary. This diary contains five wedding menus from the late Edo period. For the wedding menu of the heir apparent, the
names of the invited guests and the time and place of the banquet were recorded in detail. The number of dishes served and the
ingredients used differed depending on the social rank of guests. There was also a banquet for children only, and from an early age
there was an opportunity to learn the etiquette of meals. Numbers are attached to the soup that is served in the banquet section,
and the remnants of Sankon’s righteousness can be seen. The ingredients used were flatfish and flounder because they are located

near the sea. Rays were used in dishes for lower-ranking guests. There are different kind of rays, and local names such as “Rente”

and “Karakai” were used.
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